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Dear Parents, Students, and Friends of St. Mary’s, 

 
Just like clockwork, the summer comes to an end and the school comes to life as 
students and teachers begin the hustle and bustle of activity that marks the beginning of 
another year. In spite of the economy, we’re delighted to have one of the largest 
incoming freshman classes in several years (127 students!) and we have comfortably 
met – and slightly exceeded – our total enrollment goal. We are blessed! 

�
�� � �� �� �� ��

 
During orientation, our Assistant Principal for Students, Mr. Hogan, spoke to the 
students about taking responsibility for their own education. He noted that students 
need to learn to speak to adults, person to person, about matters both routine and 
extraordinary. The rationale behind this, of course, is not only to get students involved 
in school matters, but also to teach them the importance of interaction with others and 
to advocate for one’s own position. It’s a skill that will serve students well for the rest 
of their lives. 
 
Well, as fate would have it, the September issue of U.S. New & World Report (often 
referred to as the “college” issue) hit the newsstands and in it there is an article by 
Arlene Weintraub advising parents against “micromanaging” students when they begin 
high school. Colleges, she notes, are dealing with freshmen “suffering the aftereffects 
of having been raised by over-involved parents.” These students, she notes, lack the 
confidence necessary to handle the college environment. 
 
Are we suggesting that parents not be involved in school matters involving their 
children? Of course not! Parents are – and always will be – the primary overseers of 
their students’ learning. We believe, though, that students are best served by allowing 
them to build relationships with teachers, counselors, coaches, and administrators. 
When students can speak comfortably with adults, they are more likely to seek help in 
course work if necessary, become involved in school activities, and feel a stronger 
connection to the school community – all of which benefits the student significantly. 
We want St. Mary’s grads to be prepared for college in all ways, not just academically. 
 

�� � �� �� �� ��
 
Finally, don’t forget Back-to-School Night on Thursday, September 9, at 7:00 PM. 
This is the evening where you get to go through your sons’ and daughters’ schedules, 
meet the teachers, and get an update on all things St. Mary’s. See you then!! 
 
Sincerely in Christ Our Redeemer, 

 
 
 

Richard A. Bayhan 
Principal 
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Notes from Matt Hogan,  
 Assistant Principal for Students 
 

I strongly encourage you and your child to read the Parent/Student Handbook thoroughly.  Parents of 
upperclassmen as well should make a point of reading the new book.  The shaded portions indicate the 
changes for the current school year.  Particular attention should be given to the following sections: 
 

· Detention System 
· Lateness to School Policy  
· Dress Code/Uniform Policy 
 

Pleading ignorance is not an acceptable “defense” when policy is not adhered to.  Please sign  both sides 
of the first page of the Parent/Student Handbook and return it to Homeroom.   

News from Chris Morgan,  
 Assistant Principal for Academics 
 
As we work our way into the new school year keep in mind that student absence from school on any one day 
means that eighty-five minutes of work is missed for each of the four academic courses taken.  St. Mary’s is 
aware that absence is often appropriate and unavoidable and therefore students are allotted three to five days 
to make up missed work.  It is important that students complete missed work in a timely fashion in order to 
minimize the risk of falling behind.  While there is no substitute for actual presence in the classroom there are 
steps students should take to minimize gaps in learning.  The best ways for students to keep up on missed 
academic work due to absence from school are as follows: 
 
First, check teacher websites for missed classwork, homework, projects, and notes. 
Second, contact a reliable classmate to find out what happened in class during your absence. 
Third, send an email to teachers explaining the absence and requesting any necessary clarifications. 
Fourth, upon return to school discuss with teachers the missed work and steps being taken to catch up. 
Fifth, complete all missed work in a timely fashion, consulting with teachers as necessary. 
 
Active involvement in this process will minimize the impact of student absence on learning and achievement 
in school.  Students have gotten off to a strong start this year.  We wish all students and parents a healthy and 
enjoyable school year at St. Mary’s.   
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Saints After Dark  

 
 

For those who are new to the school, Saints After Dark is a club that promotes healthy lifestyles for the  
Students of St. Mary’s.  Our goal is to show and provide students with social activities that are fun, enjoy-
able, and alcohol and drug free.  We organize different events during the school year. 
 
For each event we provide parent and faculty chaperones to supervise students.  If you are interested in 
chaperoning please contact Mr. Hogan (Assistant Principal for Students) at 410 990-4218 or 
mhogan@stmarysannapolis.org 
 
Feel free to visit the school’s website for necessary permission forms, pictures, and other information. 
(www.stmaryschurch.org) click on High School, click on Student Activities, click on Saints After Dark). 
 

CALDENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Caroling - December 18, 2010 
Caroling at various assisted living centers in Annapolis 
 
Seven Springs Ski Trip - January 2011.  Coordinator  - Kathy Coyle    
Two full days and two nights of skiing.  Rentals available. 

 
4v4 Coed Basketball - in HS gym -  February 2011.   
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Guidance Department News 
 Notes from Marlyn Pringle, Director 
 
 
 
We are starting a new year and it is an exciting one.  Finally the heat of the summer has left us and we are off to a 
great, fresh start. There is lots of positive energy in the air as the students return to the halls. 
 
Freshman Parents 
 
Please know that Mrs.  Mikula and I will be seeing your freshmen in small groups in the first two weeks of school, 
to allow them to see how they can reach us and why they would want or need to. 
 
Juniors, Sophomores, and Seniors 
 
The first major college admissions test date is Wednesday October 13th. All students  will receive a practice booklet 
well in advance with instructions on how to take a practice test to prepare themselves well for the SAT (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) and  the PLAN.  They will then score their practice test. They will be encouraged to talk to teachers 
if they did not know how to answer certain questions. Only the Junior PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
actual test scores will be put on their official records. The freshmen will be taking the PLAN, which is the preview 
test of the ACT (American College Testing), which we encourage the students to take later on in April of their 
junior year or even later. The sophomores will take the PSAT and they will not have had the entire math section on 
geometry yet, so they should not worry and do the best they can, and of course this is only a practice test for them. 
The tests are held in homeroom that day, which is an early dismissal day. 
 
SENIORS ARE OFF THE 13TH. A good idea would be to visit colleges that day. 
 
Please note on your calendars Rich Edgar, Director of Admissions, and a wonderful presenter from St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland will be here in the morning to speak to the seniors and then at 7:00pm to give senior parents 
some very important advice. Something different. Don’t miss that. 
 
The Guidance presentation for sophomores and juniors is on Wednesday September 22 at 7:00pm in Marian Hall 
and the one for freshman parents is on Wednesday September 29 at 7:00pm in Marian Hall. 
ALL OF OUR EVENING PRESENTATIONS WILL NOT LAST PAST 8:30PM. 
 
Best regards for a new and successful year to all of our students. 
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Notes from the Athletic Director 
 

 

 
 
 
If you want to participate in a Winter and Spring sport, and you have not yet done so, please contact the coach 
now.  Visit the school web site to find a list of our coaches and their email addresses. 
 
Shuttle Bus schedules and all last-minute schedule changes are posted in designated spots in the school build-
ing.  Remind your children to check those spot for changes. 
 
If you are interested in helping the St. Mary’s Athletic Association, please email Dave Wagner at 
smaasaints@gmail.com for information. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 5  7:00 PM Mandatory Winter Sports Presentation 
Wednesday, November 3   Boys Winter Sports Tryouts 
Monday, November 8    Girls Winter Sports Tryouts 
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                                           PFA News for September 2010 
 
Welcome back to all students, parents, faculty and administrators. We are looking forward to a wonderful 
school year and we hope to be able to support all of you in any way that we can. Please contact us if you are 
interested in volunteering for a position in the PFA or in volunteering for any of our projects.    
                                                         Ann Andrews, President 
 
Sophomore News: 
Please plan on attending the class meeting following Back to School Night on September 9th, for an update 
on class activities for the 2010-2011 school year. The meeting room is to be arranged and will be announced.  
There will be High School Mass in the Carroll Gardens on August 10th, check the website for time. Parents 
are welcome to worship with their students.  Sophomore class representatives, Tammy Doring, tldor-
ing@comcast.net and Terri Galligan, jtetag@verizon.net  
 
Junior Class News: 
The Junior Class PFA Representatives would like to welcome all the St. Mary's  
High School Students and faculty back to school!  We hope everyone enjoyed their summers and are eager 
for a productive 2010 - 2011 school year.  Look in future newsletters for opportunitites to assist with our 
fundraising efforts and volunteering for the Junior Class.  Welcome back!   Please feel free to contact either 
of us with any questions.  Class Reps - Joanne Bonacci, jbonacci20@msn.com and Claire Dillon, clairedil-
lon@comcast.net  
 
Senior Class News: 
Seniors!  It is hard to believe that we are entering our final year here at SMHS.  We are working on planning 
the after-prom party.  The next meeting is on 9/1/10 at Elizabeth Britt's home.  Please join in the fun--sign up 
for a volunteer event, send in shirt size of students, old pictures, etc.  It should be a great year and a great 
event.  If you have not received the mailing with regard to the after prom party please contact Deb Schilling 
at debschilling@verizon.net.  We kindly request that all parents associated with the class of 2011 get 
STAND certified as you will not be able to volunteer without it.  
  
Used Uniform Sale: 
The PFA would like to remind everyone to send donations to the SMHS main office. Tax deductable dona-
tion receipts can be obtained through the Development Office by contacting Maggie Cowdrey.  If anyone is 
seeking to purchase used uniforms they can contact Admissions Director Chrissie Chomo and/or Debbie 
Schilling to set an appointment at the school.  cchomo@stmarysannapolis.org  debschilling@verizon.net 


