
While living in Chicago, I was lucky
enough to be the Communications
Coordinator for the School Sisters of

Notre Dame. Their newsletter, which went out all
over North America and beyond,carried the tagline,
“One Mission,Many Voices.” I think that sentiment
sums up this issue of The Moorings,which focuses on
the Youth and Young Adult Ministry of St.Mary’s.

Every week in the bulletin,you read a list of the activ-
ities which the Office of Religious Education is offer-
ing and it makes you wish you were a kid again (or at
least a teen or twenty or thirty something).Many of
the people that make these groups come alive-
whether it is preparation for Confirmation,Taizé,
G.U.S.,The Edge,Youth Lectors or Juventud Luz de
Esperanza (the Hispanic Youth Ministry group)-have
written vividly about what it means to them and to
the participants to be active in these ministries.These
are the people who help make spirituality a living and
a constant part of the lives of our young parishioners.
Their good work and influence may last a lifetime;we
should listen carefully to their words and reflect on
how we ourselves may help to foster their mission.

Of course when you have many voices joining togeth-
er, you need an able conductor to make the resulting
music harmonious. At St.Mary’s we have a team of
administrators who pull the whole program together
year after year and provide all the thoughtful and
prayerful coordination behind the scenes:Steve
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Beard,Colleen Mitsopoulos,Christopher Strackbein,
Kelly Pittman and Candice DeFalco and a strong vol-
unteer staff of catechists and other volunteers who
share their faith.They keep the melody of many voic-
es playing.

At the heart of the program is a thriving Sunday
morning catechesis program which draws from pub-
lic, parochial and home schooled students. Overall 18
different schools are represented showing the broad
reach of the ministry.The message they receive loud
and clear is:We don’t do service because it is required;
we do it because as members of the Church we are
called to serve.As Colleen shared,it is gratifying to
journey with a teen on their faith journey,and to see
the impact it has on their lives.

Starting in Fall 2007,the Sunday School will meet at a
new time from 10 to 11:10 am.This will allow the
Family Mass to begin an hour later at 9 a.m for the
convenience of young families,as well as facilitate the
integration of the Hispanic program into the overall
religious education program.“We look forward to all
being together, after all we are one Parish.” said Steve.

If any parishioners feel called to be a Core Team
Leader, Catechist,Aide, Substitute or Coordinator for
K-12,you are encouraged to contact Steve Beard at
410-990-4834 for Grades K-5 or Colleen
Mitsopoulos at 410-990-4063 for Grades 6-12.

Christine Bervid,Communications Coordinator



Laurence Sipio
Laurence has been a parishioner at
St.Mary’s / St.John Neumann for
more than twenty five years.He
has two daughters who attended
and graduated from St.Mary’s
Schools. He and his wife Jo Ann
have been involved in many
aspects of parish life. Laurence is
an Urologist in private practice
and a Fourth degree Knight of
Columbus,Keane Council 343.

Mary Lou Howe
Mary Lou has been a member of
St.Mary’s Parish for 24 years.She
and her husband Cliff have five
children, and one grandchild.
Three of her children have gradu-
ated from St.Mary’s High School
and one currently attends the ele-
mentary school.

William Caterham
Bill Caterham and his family have
been residents of Annapolis since
October 2002.They joined St.
Mary’s Parish shortly after moving
into their new home, and have
been active members of the Parish
since then.About one year after
joining the Parish,he received the
Annual Stewardship letter
requesting time, treasure and tal-
ent.William decided he would
provide the Parish with all three.

Angela Nassar
As a native of Pennsylvania,Angela
moved to Maryland in 1987.Since
that time she has been an active
member of St.Mary’s Parish.This
September Angela and her hus-
band Sam will be married 23
years.God has blessed them with
four wonderful children all of
whom attended St.Mary’s;Jenna,
Kristin, Marlee and Alex, who
will be a senior in the fall.
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Dear Parishioners,

This issue of the Moorings is dedicated to our youth, into whose
hands “at this stage of history,” Pope John Paul II declared to the
multitude gathered in Denver at World Youth Day 1993,“the liber -
ating message of the Gospel of life has been put.” In tur n, the Holy
Father challenged the Church to help the younger parishioners in
our midst as this mission of proclaiming the Gospel passes to their
generation. “As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus,” he said at the
very next World Youth Day,“so the Church must become the trav-
eling companion of young people.”

Here at St.Mary’s Parish,we are blessed to have a vibrant and growing ministry to youth comprised of
staff and volunteers who fill a variety of important roles in ministering directly to young people.These
many dedicated folks include youth ministers,catechists and their aides,Confirmation group leaders,
core team members,musicians,chaperones,coaches,and sponsors,among others.But, if you take a
closer look,these are only the people you see on stage.

As in any good major production,what goes on behind the scenes is as important, if not more so. In
our huge sacramental celebrations for First Holy Eucharist and Confirmation, for example,I have been
amazed by the numbers and hard work of people that you may not even notice.These are the ushers
who come in on their days off to assist in the four liturgies and guide the almost unwieldy lines of
humanity that must process smoothly down the aisle.They are the Angels (yes,they really are!) of the
Knights of Columbus who plan and execute two wonderful receptions for the hundreds who attend
the Confirmation celebrations,and then spend hours cleaning up.They are the sacristans,who plan and
prepare meticulously for these special liturgies,two involving the Bishop.They and the many other
adult volunteers make up the production company that, in the end,should get the rave reviews.

All of which is to say that anyone who played any part whatsoever in making these and other sacred
and memorable events happen for our children and youth - events that the young person may one day
see as life-changing - are truly “on the road to Emmaus”with them.We humbly thank you all,for your
work does make a difference in the lives of the younger ones in our midst.We invite every other parish-
ioner to hear that call and get involved by calling our Office of Youth Ministr y.

Your Brother in the Redeemer,

Father John Kingsbury,C.Ss.R.

A Letter from Father 
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I f you were at home sick or unable to attend Mass you could turn
on EWTN, the Eternal Word Television Network,Global Catholic
Network,to see Daily or Sunday Mass.While you may experience

the sites and sounds of the celebration,you would not be able to fully
participate in it.One of the highlights of our faith is a belief that we
should come together to worship and to receive the Eucharist.

At St.Mary’s we are blessed to have a ministry which brings the
Eucharist to the homes of those parishioners who are unable to make
it to St.Mary’s or St.John Neumann’s.When they come to the per-
son’s home they are not only bringing the Body and Blood of Christ but
they are bringing the feeling that the person-even if they are not able
to join us physically-is joined with us on a true spiritual level.The joy
and peace this brings to the individual who may be experiencing severe
pain or stress cannot be overstated.

Mary Joan Foley, who became coordinator of the program earlier this
year succeeding the leadership of Ray Dondero, learned about the
Home Visits Ministry while her husband was ill.“Having experienced
being a caregiver for my husband,the person of the Eucharistic minis-
ter gave us spiritual strength and peace thru her prayers and our recep-
tion of the Eucharist at home. Knowing that someone at St.Mary’s
cared and would be there for us was comforting.”

This feeling did not go away even after her husband passed away last
May.She joined the ministry to minister to others in similar situations.
“The purpose, as I see it,” explained Mary Joan,“is to bring the
Eucharist,to bring the St.Mary’s community in the person of the min-
ister and to show compassion and caring for everyone who is unable to
attend liturgy.” She hopes to share the feeling of support which she
experienced firsthand.It “meant so much to have someone who repre-
sented the church.”

The way the ministry usually goes into action is after a parishioner calls
the Rectory,asking if a priest is available to bring the Eucharist to their
home for them or a sick loved one. The message is relayed to Mary
Joan who tries to match them up with a volunteer who lives in the
neighborhood.Right now there are about 15 volunteers (who are all
Eucharistic Ministers).

Certain neighborhoods,like the adult community on Heritage

Spiritual 
Pillar

Home Visits:
Pastoral Care of the Sick
Bringing the Lord to Them



Harbour, have a stronger requirement for this ministry. Kevin Barry lives in that particular community and
takes communion and a bulletin (and even palms from Palm Sunday) to between 5 and 10 people there on
a weekly basis. He is motivated by a “tremendous respect for the Eucharist”and the desire to “bring the Lord
to them so they can keep in touch with the community.”

Mary Joan feels that the current level of support-15 volunteers-is enough right now but that it would be
helpful to have someone who lives in or near the communities of Hillsmere and Arnold. The need will
undoubtedly grow and change as the population demographics shift.When asked to describe what she finds
most rewarding about participating in this ministry,Mary Joan says eloquently that it “is the knowledge that
I am a small part in God’s plan for the individual and I am humbled to be bringing Jesus to them.”

For more information on the Home Visits Ministry, please contact Mary Joan Foley at 410-974-6380
or nannie1992@verizon.net.
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A Prayer for the Sick

St. Francis de Sales

“ Do not fear what may happen tomorrow. 

The same loving Father who cares for you today

will care for you tomorrow and everyday. Either

He will shield you from suffering or 

He will give you unfailing strength to bear it . 

Be at peace, then , and put aside all anxious

thoughts and imaginings. “ 
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Please summarize the purpose of the ministry and describe the spiritual support which
it provides to parishioners.Please include an explanation of the name of the ministry.

Chris Cable: This ministry is dedicated to bringing love,comfort and support to all who have experi-
enced the death of a loved one through direct contact and ongoing prayer in our Perpetual Adoration
Chapel.Our goals are to address the immediate and on-going needs of those grieving and to help them
eventually accept their loss and grow spiritually.

At the time of death,we offer compassionate listening and support, assistance planning the funeral litur-
gy, general information and suggestions to help their mourning, as well as many cards the first year
reminding them of our continual prayers and concern.We specifically invite them to attend one or more
of the four week Bereavement Workshops that are given in fall and spring, which are open to the whole
community. For several years,we specifically invite them to a mass and reception in November in honor
of all the parish’s deceased loved ones and send them remembrance cards on the anniversary of the
death. We also let them know that their deceased’s name will be put in our Perpetual Adoration Chapel
from now on during the month of his/her death.

Gail Lewis started this ministry; she picked Bethany because that was where Lazarus was from and the
story showed how Jesus cried over his death before he raised him back to life (John 11:1-44).

Mary Brandow: Bethany Bereavement ministry brings love,comfort, and support to all who have
experienced the death of a loved one through direct contact and ongoing prayer.We try to reach out to
those who are grieving since they are a part of our St.Mary’s “family.” Gail Lewis…had the vision for
Bethany Bereavement ministry and was responsible for naming it.

How long have you been involved in the ministry? What led you to become a volunteer
for this particular group?

Chris Cable: Five years.The former chairman,Gail Lewis,asked me to lead a workshop series,which
is both educational and supportive because I’m a professional counselor. Since I consider counseling in
general to be a ministry to help people who are in emotional pain,I was happy to continue doing it when
I saw that the workshop did exactly that.Then when Gail wanted to retire after 10 years,I agreed to co-
chair Bethany with Mary.

Mary Brandow: I have been a member since 2000 when Bethany was in its beginning stages. At the
time Gail Lewis described this ministry to me, I knew it was definitely needed at St.Mary’s.My hus-

Bethany Bereavement
To find out more about this important part of the spiritual pillar,
The Moorings interviewed via phone and email,three women who have played an important lead-
ership role in this ministry.The interviews with the current leaders,Chris Cable and Mary Brandow
are reported below.The box entitled,“The Story Behind the Ministry,”is drawn from an interview with
Gail Lewis.

S
pi

rit
ua

lP
ill

ar



band died in 1995 and I looked for such a group at
St.Mary’s,but it wasn’t available. I joined a support
group for widows and widowers in Crofton and
later became a volunteer facilitator there.I decided
to also volunteer my time with Bethany as one of
the scribes sending cards to the families who have
lost a dear one on the anniversary of the death.
Later I joined in the workshops skillfully led by
Chris Cable which outline the grief process. Gail
Lewis recently stepped back from her leadership
role and Chris and I are trying as two people to fill
Gail’s shoes!

What do you feel has been the most reward-
ing part of the ministry and what has been
the most challenging?  You can share your
personal view or describe what others have
told you.

Chris Cable: I didn’t realize when I started how I
had never resolved my own grief over my mother’s
death in ‘87. I found myself crying with the partic-
ipants while sharing my feelings,which made it
hard to talk.At first,I was embarrassed but realized
I was being a good example of accepting the pain
that’s involved with death.Each session,I’ve cried a
little less and can talk a little better.
Mary Brandow: The most rewarding part of the
ministry is having an opportunity to be able to offer
support to those who have recently experienced a
profound loss. The most challenging part is the
workshop participation which forces me back to the
feelings and emotions I experienced at the loss of
close loved ones.

How many volunteers support this min-
istry? Do you need more? What type of sup-
por t, if any, do you need from other parish-
ioners?

Chris Cable: We have 20 volunteers who do mar-
velous work. Some call the family after we get their
names from the office, many send cards at different
times of the year, and one keeps all the names and
addresses updated by computer. Sometimes we

need replacements,especially for the 12 scribes
who send condolence cards to the families on the
anniversary of the death for 3 years.

Mary Brandow: We have about 20 volunteers
who are an excellent gift to our ministry.We would
like people who learn about our group and feel they
fit into this ministry to join us. Our “scribes”send
cards during the year and we always want people
who will especially pray for the deceased in the
Perpetual Adoration Chapel.

Do the volunteers meet as a group to dis-
cuss the ministry? 

Chris Cable:We’ll meet at least once a year to get
new names as well as to share experiences and to
discuss suggestions. This year we met several times
to discuss transition between chairmen.

Mary Brandow: We meet a few times during the
year to arrange our contact lists for mailing cards
and to plan our special Mass and reception in
November.

For more information on this ministry, please con-
tact: Chris Cable 410-267-6621 chrisin-
bayridge@comcast.net or Mary Brandow  410-
268-2379  mb1537@aol.com

7



8

S
pi

rit
ua

lP
ill

ar

A Rosary Garden
surrounded by
plants and col-

orful flowers has just been
completed at St. John
Neumann’s.It is a tribute to
the Blessed Virgin Mary
and a testimony of the
devotion to her.
Thanks to the Parishioners

who made this 
garden possible.

The Story Behind Bethany Bereavement

Gail Lewis was participating in a two year lay ministry program which required completion of a
parish project.“What about a bereavement program?”suggested Deacon Leroy Moore. The
parish had once had such a program but it had disbanded.Overhearing a parishioner respond

to someone who had remembered the death of his child 10 years earlier, “the longer it’s been remem-
bered,the more it means to the family”cemented the idea that this was a much needed program at St.
Mary’s.The program began with the card writing program,sending wreaths and a palm workshop dur-
ing Easter. A tradition of memorial masses soon followed.

The ministry clearly touched those who it reached out to comfort. Not too long ago, Gail was stopped
on the street by a woman who had lost her daughter on 9/11 and still remembered Gail and the min-
istry’s support. The group and no doubt God’s hand brought together this woman with Father
MacDonald who had himself been personally touched by the events of that tragic day.

They keep an album of the letters received in response to their ministry.They help Gail to recall many
stories;like the one from the child of an Eastport woman who said that her mother had led a terribly
hard life and that their prayers meant so much or the person who wrote that their letters,after the death
of a loved one, had helped her return to the church.

Many of the ministry volunteers have formed strong friendships. Gail mentioned the devotion of women
like Kathleen Shellem,who sends out the first card,Kathy Strackbein who goes to visit family and sings
at funerals,and her mother, Betty Whelan,who makes many phone calls on behalf of the group plus the
many other people who act as scribes,sending around letters to loved ones of approximately 125 parish-
ioners who die every year.

As Deacon Moore spoke for many when he said,“The Bethany Bereavement is a valued and comforting
ministry at a time our families most need a connectedness to the parish.The many volunteers,who share
so generously of their time, continue to reach out to families in their grieving process.We are so fortu-
nate to have this important ministry in our parish life.”

Rosary Garden
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Saints by the Bay
Join the St. Mary’s Alumni Association 
For the 3rd Annual Saints by the Bay 
Family Picnic & Crab Feast
Sponsored by Kelly HVAC
All Are Welcome!

Sunday, September 16th 2007 from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
Sandy Point State Park – Muskrat Pavilion
$30/Adult ~ $15/Children 6 and up ~ Free/Children 5 and under

-Clown Entertainment provided by the Alumni Association
-Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream provided by Brian White ‘90
-Hamburgers and Hotdogs catered by the St. Mary’s Athletic Association
-Face painting and games provided by St. Mary’s Youth Ministry, ‘G.U.S.’
-And don’t forget the Crabs!

RSVP by September 9th to 410-268-3467 or jdieux@stmarysannapolis.org

(Sandy Point charges a $5/person fee at park entrance – children in car seats are free)

St.Mary’s Annual Parish Picnic
All are Welcome!

Sunday, September 9th
1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Carroll Gardens

Food,Music, & Children’s Games

RSVP to the Parish Office at (410) 990-4023



In April, our parish once again celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation in grand style, with one of the largest classes in recent
years - 155 candidates - anointed individually with the sacred chrism

by our Eastern Vicar, Auxiliary Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski.
Concelebrating with “Bishop Mitch”on the evening of Friday,April 20,as
well as on the following morning of Saturday,April 21,was our Pastor,
Fr. Jack Kingsbury,who was instrumental in adding musical touches that
lent the liturgy an upbeat but still very spiritual tone. For Fr. Jack’s per-
sonal impression of the Parish’s celebration of Confirmation,please see
the box on the next page.

Actually,the immediate preparation for the reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation formally begins with the orientation of the small group
leaders and the two parent/candidate orientation meetings in December.
In a letter sent out earlier in the fall,the program is offered to all parish
youth entering the tenth grade regardless of the school they attend and
includes those receiving preparation under the guidance of Amparo
Harquail,Coordinator of Hispanic Religious Education,and her two cler-
gy representatives,Fr. John Lavin and Fr. John Hamrogue.

The preparation process is one of intense faith formation and consists of
four small group meetings,a retreat, a service project,an interview with
a member of the parish staff,a letter from the candidate to the Bishop
explaining the candidate’s desire to be confirmed,as well as a rehearsal
for and reception of the Sacrament.For each candidate’s spiritual growth
and understanding of the sacrament,the small group meetings and the
retreat experience are crucial.This is bourne out by the confirmandi both
during their interviews and in their letters to the Bishop, as many candi-
dates reveal how they feel “closer to God”as a result of the prayer and
service that are at the heart of the preparation.

Many dedicated volunteers contributed to the overall success of this
year’s program.The small group leaders shared their understanding of the
sacrament with the candidates and helped them perform service projects
ranging from trips to our Daily Bread to producing candles for each of the
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Holy Spirit Descends
Upon Parish Youth in
Twin Celebrations
Steve Beard,Administrator of 
Religious Education



Parish’s children who received First Holy
Communion.They are Michael Baird,Brigid Cobbs,
Rich Cronin,Tammy Doring, Erin Favazza,Chris
Friedlander, Raymond Glennon,Donald Jones,Jaime
Kupstas,PJ Martini,Ann Montgomery,Julie McHale,
Angela Nassar, Sissy Pastirik, Catherine Quade, Kate
Sanford and Geri Warpinkski..

When the time finally arrived for the two celebra-
tions,the youth music ministry led by Mrs. Shari
Ferrelli performed magnificently,as evidenced by the
spontaneous applause given the group by both assem-
blies. Kudos should also be given to Master of
Ceremonies,Deacon Leroy Moore,for such smooth-
running liturgies,as well as the ladies of the Angels of
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the Knight of Columbus,who made for such won-
derful receptions afterwards in Seelos Hall.

Organizing all of the various events that culminate in
the huge celebrations has been a labor of love for Mrs.
Colleen Mitsopoulos,Parish Coordinator of
Confirmation.Colleen knows of Confirmation inti-
mately,not only by having helped manage the process
for ten years,but as a parent of four confirmandi,her
daughters. She is already busy planning next year’s
program in which the celebrations will be held on
Friday,April 4 and Saturday,April 5.The registration
form will be available online at our website in the fall.
If you have any questions about our Confirmation
program,please call Colleen at 410-269-1632.

Confirmation as Viewed from the Altar
by Fr. Jack Kingsbury

The silence of St.John Neumann Church was broken with the sound of drums,flute, piano and
wind chimes as the young people of our parish received the Sacrament of Confirmation.Bishop
Mitch was our presider and offered words of support to our new generation of fully initiated

Catholics. It was a call to take their faith to the next step of maturity in their lives.Then with a major out-
pouring of sacred oil on their forehead the Sacrament was complete. Again,the organization of this
prayerful gathering was beyond belief and a credit to our Office of Religious Education.The reception
afterwards was assisted by the Ladies of the Knights of Columbus (I had to be careful how I typed that
last part.). Memorable pictures with the Bishop were taken and we all drank some secret recipe punch.
Again,as with all major events in this parish,it took more than one Mass and since the two Liturgies were
on different days,it was a pleasure to have Bishop Mitch stay as our overnight guest in the rectory
between celebrations.
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Having been an active member of St.Mary’s Youth Ministry while in high school,I had always
intended to get involved as an adult volunteer. But,the busy-ness of working on plays and bal-
ancing the demands of a first-year teacher’s schedule kept me away for a long time. What final-

ly brought me to G.U.S.was Christopher Strackbein.

I met Christopher while attending the 2006 March for Life, and we quickly developed a fast friendship
as he became more involved with St. Mary’s Parish and eventually signed on as Youth and Young Adult
Minister. His “persistent”invitations to join and his obvious heart for the teens convinced me that I need-
ed to give this a go. Last September, Christopher organized a one-day retreat for all the CORETEAM
leaders. I attended,I heard a calling, and the rest is history.

Although the execution of G.U.S.depends upon the work of dozens of volunteers,the heart and soul of
this awesome program-a heart and soul 100% dedicated to Christ-is found in Christopher. Long days,
late nights,prayer with teens,lock-ins,Work Camp,YouTube videos,fast food runs,retreats,Ocean City
trips,Laser Tag, Ultimate Frisbee, skits,graduations,sporting events,concerts, rehearsals,plays-his
endearing smile and affirming presence can be found anywhere the teens are. I have found my own min-
istry as a high school teacher encouraged by Christopher’s selfless example. He truly does love the teens
of St.Mary’s,and there is no doubt that they-and all of us-love him.

Thanks,Christopher, for the opportunity to be a part of G.U.S.and for your loving example of Christian
leadership. Thank you for giving so much of yourself to this parish and to its future.Thanks be to God
for the chance to share in His mission and ministry!

The other G.U.S.CORETEAM members are:Don and Annie Smith-Jones,Ray and Kristin Sullivan,
Phil and Stephanie Mackin,Charles and Nathalie Ie, Michael Strackbein,Ginny Dauses,and Kate Perry.

For more information about GUS,please contact Christopher at cstrackbein@stmarysannapolis.org.

Thanksgiving for G.U.S.
and its Leader:
Matt Martelli,G.U.S.CORETEAM
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Jventud Luz de Esperanza is the name for St.
Mary’s Hispanic Youth Ministry. It means
Youth-Light of Hope in Spanish.It has been

active for about five years now but I did not get
involved until this past January. Juventud gathers
every Thursday from 7-9 pm in the Youth Room at
St.Mary’s.Our meetings usually consist of a mix-
ture of socializing and discussing topics about our
faith.

Rev. John Lavin,C.Ss.R.first approached me about
becoming the leader of the ministry.While meeting
with him for my sister’s marriage preparation he
learned that I was involved with the elementary cat-
echism at both St.Mary’s and another parish and
asked me to come to one of the youth’s weekly
meetings. Prior to this time, Rev.Lavin was running
the meetings himself.

The first Thursday in January I showed up to the
meeting. Rev. Lavin wasn’t there and so I had the
chance immediately to take the leadership role. My
decision was easy made when I met the youth.A
group of about 20 showed up that night and I was
truly impressed by every single one of them.I began
talking to them and learned that they hadn’t had a
leader for about a year but they continued to come
every week because they enjoyed it so much.Any
church group that consistently brought about 20 to
30 young adults ranging from the ages of 12-18
back week after week was definitely worth investing
time into.

Thrusting myself into this position has not only
strengthened my faith in God but it has enriched my
life in countless ways. Quickly taking control of
everything, I devised schedules of weekly topics and
set up a routine for all our meetings. In doing so I

got to know everyone really quickly. Our topics
ranged from friendship and love to bullying and the
meaning of being Hispanic.

All the support I quickly received from the parish
and the archdiocese was extremely welcoming.
Rev.Lavin is the heart of the group, if it wasn’t for
him the group would have never been able to grow
and remain strong over 5 years.His regular visits to
our meetings and input keeps the youth directly
connected with the church and the group finds him
truly invaluable. Christopher Strackbein has also
been a great resource. I keep him fully updated on
our activities and I turn to him for guidance. He is
one of our biggest supporters.Georgina Vaca from
the Archdiocese has also offered her support to me
personally and it feels great knowing that not only
is our parish behind our group, but the church,as a
larger community, is as well. Rev. Lavin,
Christopher, and Georgina have been amazing
assets to have during my adjustment period and it
has been an honor getting to work in connection
with them.

Hands down, what makes Juventud Luz de
Esperanza extremely special are the young adults
who are involved in the ministry. Since the begin-
ning I felt that in meeting them I had stumbled
upon hidden treasures;this belief has only gotten
stronger in the months we have shared together.All
the youth are so attached to the group and it’s a
great thing to see.

All of us in the group share a special bond-we are
all Hispanics living in an American Culture. Our
place in society is a bit different then those we
attend school with,it’s unique, and it’s nice to be
able to share that with each other.
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Juventud Luz de Esperanza:
Hispanic Youth Ministr y
Aidanora Osorno,Leader of Hispanic Youth Ministry
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Our special bond was further strengthened after we were hit with a personal loss. One of the most active
members of our group, Pamela Castañeda,15,passed away on March 28 in a tragic car accident.That
same night we all gathered for a prayer service. Loosing someone so close to all of us was extremely
difficult,particularly because Pamela was always a strong presence at our weekly meetings,constantly
participating and bringing a burst of energy into all discussions. It was then when I realized just how
important this group is not only to myself but to all who are involved.The Thursday after she passed
away,our meeting served as a type of memorial vigil with about 50 youth.It was great to see everyone’s
outpouring of support and love during such a difficult time.

Kristen Witte from the Archdiocese as well as Georgina came to one of our subsequent meetings to talk
to the youth about their grief.Having their support during this devastating time for not only me but the
group was extremely remarkable. Juventud Luz de Esperanza has its own special angel in heaven look-
ing after us and that has only made us that much stronger.

Although our regular meetings are going to resume in September, I have already had an overwhelming
request to schedule activities over the summer. All the youth want to remain together and active even
during their summer months. I feel extremely fortunate to have been able to lead these amazing young
adults and look forward to all the growth that we have ahead of us.
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Since last fall,young adults of St.Mary’s have
been starting off each first Friday evening in a
manner somewhat atypical of their peer

group.While other twenty- and thirty- somethings
are celebrating the end of their work-weeks with
happy hours and dinner dates, the Young Adult
Ministry of St.Mary’s Parish gathers to devote their
7 o’clock hour to… silence.Yes,silence:that quali-
ty so elusive in our 21st-century lives. With televi-
sions,cell phones,and iPods everywhere, most
young people hardly know what it is to sit in
silence. So to some, a Friday evening of Taizéprayer
can seem almost revolutionary.

At seven o’clock on the first Friday of each month,
the young adults silently enter a basement room of
the Charles Carroll House. They find a seat among
the simply-arranged benches and chairs, and they
wait for theTaizéprayer to begin.The room is dimly
lit, with nothing to detract focus from the icons
placed at the front of the room,save for the beauti-
ful old walls of stone and brick.With the sounding
of a chime, the prayer begins. A short bible reading
is followed by a few plain,peaceful songs led a cap-
pella by one of the young adults.After that: silence.

The young adults are left with nothing but the quiet
atmosphere,some lovely images to focus on,and a
personal conversation with God.At the end of the
hour the Taizéprayer is concluded with a few more
simple songs,and another reading. Just as they
entered,the young adults depart in silence.

Outside, the young adults shift gears.They greet
new friends,catch up with old,and plan for a night
of fun on the town.Their volume increasing the far-
ther away from the Charles Carroll House they get,
the young adults walk together to one of several
nearby restaurants for some drinks and a late din-
ner. By the time they arrive at their destination,the
young adults are laughing and chatting;their fellow
patrons can’t tell at all that a short time ago, these
individuals were enveloped in their own private
thoughts,sharing a time of silence with God,and
with one another.

For more information on TaizéPrayer and other
activities of the St.Mary’s Young Adult Ministry,
please email stmanchor@yahoo.com or visit
http://g roups.yahoo.com/groups/stmanchor.
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First Friday with the Young Adults:
A Silent Time with God,
Followed by a Fun Time with Friends
Julie Varner,Young Adult Volunteer

Taizé(pronounced teh-zay)



St. Mary’s Religious Education Youth Group is fondly known as G.U.S.which stands for God Uniting
Students.This is exactly what happened this year at G.U.S. God united students from St.Mary’s,Key
School,Severn School,Annapolis High,Broadneck High,Archbishop Spaulding, and DeMatha just to

name a few.The teens came from all over, not knowing most other teens but God united us.

Each week a theme was presented by the G.U.S.CORETEAM.Some themes included  Right to Life, Mary
our Mother, Soul Wars (how to stand strong in Christian values when evil lurks),The Saints (role models
from the past to how we are saints of today),Homecoming (learning to say “no”when tempted)/Coming
Home (to God),God’s Forgiveness and Mercy,etc. Each theme presented an issue that is real for our youth.
We explored how a Christian teen would deal with the issue looking for ways to support one another in our
walk with Jesus.

After most of us attended the Youth Mass at St John Neumann,we began each night with a social time where
we learned who we are.From there we explored the Sunday night’s theme which often included a short
presentation to explain the theme, small group discussion where we exchanged ideas,and an activity to help
us understand more fully,and finally we shared a prayer time.We prayed in many different ways including
spontaneous open prayer, praying the Rosary as a group, praise and worship through song, short prayer serv-
ices for Sissy Pastrik and for the Virginia Tech kids,and we also experienced Adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament.We met,we learned,we laughed with our G.U.S.video re-caps and with “The Guardian Angel”
who explored rules,we prayed,and we became united in the Body of Christ.God did exactly as we were
named “God Uniting Students”
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I f you haven’t been to the 5 PM youth mass at Saint John Neumann,you’ve missed the opportunity to
see some of St.Mary’s Parish’s finest teens in action.This year, I had the pleasure of working with about
a dozen high school students who served as lectors at the G.U.S./youth mass. Each week,two or three

teens arrived early to practice and reflect on the readings for the week.Together, we made sure the readers
understood the messages they were about to proclaim and were comfortable with the readings.The teens
went on to proclaim the word of God with confidence and reverence during mass.

Some of the lectors were regulars and have been reading at mass for years.Other teens accepted a new chal-
lenge this year, and enthusiastically overcame their initial stage fright as they read for the first time. One of
my favorite things to hear this year was,“I’ve never lectored before, but I’ll give it a try!” It was wonderful
to see all of these teens participate in mass in a very public way in front of their peers,family,and commu-
nity. Come join us next September when G.U.S./family mass starts again to hear the word of God from the
future of the Church!

If you would like to find out more about the Youth Lector ministry,please contact 

Youth Lectors:
Proclaiming the Word of God
Morgan Van Arsdall,Coordinator

Students United
Annie Smith-Jones,G.U.S.CORETEAM Member
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We Welcome Richard Bayhan

Richard Bayhan has joined our family of saints as the new High School
Principal.He comes to Annapolis from the upstate New York area
with 10 years experience as a biology and chemistry teacher and 22

years school administration experience at the elementary, high school and
extended upper school (7-12) levels. Mr. Bayhan,who has worked in six
different Catholic schools and holds a Master’s degree in School
Administration/supervision from University of South Florida, received
glowing recommendations from the school board and the Archdiocesan
office with which he worked;they highlighted his strong communication
skills with students and teachers,as well as the fact that he regularly attend-
ed extracurricular events at the schools. We look forward to seeing him
around the halls and out on the field.
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L iving in Annapolis,history surrounds us.We can cite relevant
important facts about the our city and its place in the story of
the nation-its short time as capital of the United States under

the Articles of Confederation,the place where Kunta Kinte arrived as
a slave,the home of the Naval Academy.We may drive past the Carroll
House while dropping our children off to school or walk past it on our
way to mass. Chances are we have even spent time in its gardens along
Spa Creek while attending a graduation ceremony or a parish picnic.
History surrounds us and yet sometimes eludes our notice.

The Carroll House is a site of national historical significance for our
country and for Catholics. According to
www.charlescarrollhouse.com,Maryland is only state in which the
homes of all its signers still exist and the Carroll House is one of only
fifteen surviving signers' birthplaces. Not only was Charles Carroll the
longest living signer of the Declaration of Independence but he was
also the only Roman Catholic signer of that document.

"But which Charles Carroll was it?" We should ask because there were
three of them who are associated with this site. Our signer was Charles
Carroll of Carrollton,born in the house. Before him came his father,
Charles Carroll of Annapolis who enlarged the home originally built by
his father Charles the Settler. Charles the Settler left Ireland and was
stripped of his land because he wouldn't convert to Protestantism.He
immigrated to Maryland to escape further religious persecution.All
three generations of Carrolls are models for our parish theme "Free to
be Catholic." Each of these men added to the construction of the
structure and land we now identify as the Carroll House & Gardens.
According to historians who have visited the site, an incredible amount
of original material remains in the house and archaeologists have found
more than 200,000 artifacts on the site.

The house and gardens belong to the Redemptorists and are leased by
Charles Carroll House of Annapolis,Inc.Although they are not owned
by St.Mary's,they are staffed by many parishioners who volunteer
their time and expertise to the site.Their efforts to stabilize the house,
to preserve its history and to share its magnificence with the public are
led by former School Board President,Eileen Leahy.The all-volunteer
force includes 10 board members, eight docents and a fundraising
committee. Of the 25 regular volunteers,there is a core staff of 10.
This includes the individuals such as Jane Jackman,Carmella Ruland
and Lisa Maranto, who spend countless hours planting and maintain-
ing the serene waterside gardens.

During the months of May through October, the highly knowledgeable

Community
Pillar

Carroll House & Gardens



docents will keep the house open to the general public from on Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM and
on Sundays from noon to 4:00 PM.In celebration of the 300th Anniversary of the Carroll family's settle-
ment on this site, there will be no admission charge. Arrangements may also be made for individual tours,
private tours or self-guided tours by calling 410-269-1737.The South Room is the perfect size for lectures
and meetings and any fees generated would go towards necessary restoration work.Classes are also encour-
aged to request visits to the House.

Volunteers are needed to assist with tours,education programs (the lecture series last year was a big hit) and
gardening. Flexible hours are available.The House & Gardens are also in need of a bookkeeper for the gift
shop;someone with retail and data entry experience would fit the bill nicely. If you would like to be part of
making history come alive,please contact Eileen Leahy at 410-263-6077 or gosail2000@yahoo.com.
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The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and Fashion
Show was held on Sunday Apr il 22nd.
Proceeds benefited the Carroll House.
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The English as a Second Language (ESL) ministry at St.Mary’s offers free English language class-
es four times a week during two semesters a year to teach English language skills to Annapolis
and other Anne Arundel County residents with limited English proficiency.About 50 volunteers

(of which approximately half are parishioners) teach classes and mentor the students in the evenings uti-
lizing the St.Mary’s High School classrooms.

The program offers five levels of instruction to adult students with varying degrees of English speaking,
reading and writing abilities with the goal of improving their language and writing skills. Students
progress through the program levels as their English improves. St.Mary’s ESL offers open enrollment
on a monthly basis allowing new students to enter the program as they are able.At each semester’s con-
clusion,students who meet the attendance requirements are awarded certificates.

Our ESL students are primarily from Latin America as well as Europe and Asia and are currently living
and working in Anne Arundel County. In the 2006-2007 school year, over 400 students registered-a
100% increase from the previous year of 200 students! It is clear that demand will continue to rise and
may even explode if an immigration bill is passed which requires English proficiency to qualify for legal
permanent residency,or a green card.We are truly blessed to be able to offer this ministry to the com-
munity and the students,in turn,are blessed with a wonderful place to learn.

The ESL program reaches out and helps the community in numerous ways.The St.Mary’s ESL ministry’s
philosophy of “learning for life”teaches skills which help to improve the quality of life for its students.
The critical areas where it delivers the greatest impact are:

Family Safety:By having a better grasp on the language, students are more likely to report a crime or
seek help if they are victims of a crime. Students who might have hesitated to contact a person or agency
for help because they did not have an interpreter/translation service can now feel confident that they
can communicate unassisted in English.Students are also better able to understand laws and their rights
and responsibilities,if they can understand the language.The program also provides a safe place for adult
students to interact with each other, build a network of support and learn current news on health issues,
etc.
School Readiness:Approximately 25% of the ESL students have young children at home and in local
schools. Language minority students are forming an increasingly greater share of school populations.The
program prepares parents for their role as their child’s first English teacher.The ESL students can help
their children with homework, communicate with English-speaking teachers, and serve as English-
speaking role models for their children.The result is a healthier learning environment for their children.

Basic Needs:The St.Mary’s ESL classes directly contribute to the students’ability to meet and main-
tain the basic needs of food,clothing and housing by helping them communicate with employers and
local businesses. According to the 1997 United States Commission on Immigration Reforms Report to
Congress,“English is the most critical of basic skills for successful integration.”

By being able to speak English,students experience an improved quality of life.They can communicate
more effectively with their supervisors/co-workers and as a result they are more likely to experience
career growth and to receive pay increases. Students are also more informed consumers;are more aware
of their rights when renting or purchasing homes;and less likely to be victims of fraud or bad business
transactions. English literacy also enables students to participate more fully and become contributing

ESL:Learning for Life
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members of society.

The ESL ministry also teaches life skills. Students
learn how to apply and interview for jobs,open
checking accounts,use the public library system,
and more.Language proficiency also helps students
apply for community assistance and take advantage
of community resources that may only be available
in English.

Youth Achieving Potential:Approximately 75% of
the 425 registered students are young adults who
are unable to obtain post-secondary
education/training due to financial or other rea-
sons. Since the ability to speak English is a major
predictor of economic success in the U.S.,arming
the students with language skills gives them greater
opportunities to become economically self-suffi-
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cient. On the registration form, the program asks
them why they want to learn English and almost
every response is “para superar”which translates “to
get ahead.”Our students are very motivated to learn
English and seek a better life for themselves and
their families.

The St.Mary’s English as a Second Language
Program (ESL) finished up its sixth year of service
to the community. It was a year that brought a new
coordinator, Eneida Green,Eneida’s past experi-
ence includes being an elementary school teacher
and an ESL teacher in Los Angeles,California.

For more information,to register for the program or to vol-
unteer,please contact Eneida Green at 410-800-4717 or
Email:eneidagreen@yahoo.com.

Congratulations ESL!
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Financial
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Campaign Progress
Summer of 2007
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We Welcome New Senior Parish Staff

The St.Mary’s Parish community welcomes Steve Linhard to his
new role of Chief Administrative Officer of St.Mary’s Parish.
Steve is a graduate of Washington College and has lived in

Annapolis since1991.He is very involved in the Annapolis community
as an active member of The Annapolis Rotary Club. A true sportsman
and environmentalist,Steve serves on the Board of the Maryland
League of Conservation Voters and is former Chairman of Annapolis
Ducks Unlimited. He also serves as Treasurer of the Maryland
Legislative Sportsmans Foundation. Steve brings extensive experience
in non-profit management to his new position,including service at the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and as Treasurer of St.Johns College.

Time is Running Out...
If you are 70 ½ years of age or older, the Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows you to make distributions form
your IRA accounts directly to charity, up to $100,000.To see if you would benefit from this provision,please
see the list below.

This legislation is due to expire on December 31,2007 so if you would like to make a charitable deduction      to
St.Mary’s using this provision,please act now and contact the Office of Parish Advancement at (410) 268-3467.

Who Can Benefit?
l Donors who are required to take the required minimum distribution but do not need additional 

income can satisfy the distribution requirement with a direct transfer to St.Mary’s.
l Donors who have already taken the maximum charitable income tax deduction (by giving up to 

50% of their adjusted gross income) can now give up to $100,00 more from their IRA accounts 
because the IRA distribution is not subject to this limitation.

l Donors who receive no tax benefit when they make charitable gifts,because they do not itemize 
their deductions.

l Donors who live in states where there is no state income tax deduction for charitable gifts.
l Donors who want to support St.Mary’s and have significant assets residing in their IRAs.

NB:We recommend that you check with your financial advisor prior to making a gift under the Act or any significant charitable contribution.

St. Mary’s is pleased to welcome Barbara Kappel as the  Executive
Director of  School & Parish Advancement.She brings strong
professional experience in individual and planned giving, major

gifts and campaign management and has worked at notable regional
nonprofits like the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Cal Ripken,Sr.
Foundation,as well as the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society ‘s Maryland
Chapter. Barbara has a strong connection to her alma mater, St.Mary’s
College of Maryland serving on the alumni council as  Baltimore
Metro  Chapter President.Barbara  is married to St.Mary’s alumnus
Brad Kappel ‘96.
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